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INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLES  
DEPARTMENT OF FINE ARTS 

 
The Department of Fine Arts offers many opportunities for student enrichment and interest in the 
areas of instrumental music.  Many are part of the required course work, while others are elective 
and take place exclusively outside of the school day.  Students are encouraged to find additional 
outlets for musical growth and enjoyment. 
 
COURSE ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS 
The Eagle Marching Band students must be enrolled in both a concert band class and an instrumental ensemble class in 
the fall.  Auditions for concert band classes occur in May each year.  Audition materials will be handed out at each Middle 
School, the Ninth Grade Center and GHS in late spring.  Auditions may be held in December for possible reassignment in 
the spring semester. 
 
EAGLE MARCHING BAND  
The Eagle Marching Band and Colorguard is the largest performing group at Georgetown High School.  The band 
performs at all Varsity football games, several marching Festivals, area parades, and civic functions.  In addition, the band 
competes at all UIL marching competitions. Membership is open to instrumentalists who have had some prior band 
experience. 
 Members must pass a series of playing and marching proficiencies to have a position in the competitive band. 
 Attendance & punctuality will be taken into consideration when assigning positions. 
 Members will attend all games and contests regardless of whether they have earned a competition spot or not. 
 Everyone performs in some capacity at Varsity football games, parades, etc.  

Marching band rehearsals are Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 4:00pm to 6:15pm.   
Additional summer camps are held for the Leadership & Percussion. 

 
CONCERT ENSEMBLES  
The concert ensembles at Georgetown High School have a proud history of achievement at both UIL and State/National 
Festivals.  The selection process for band placement is clearly defined in the Audition Process for Concert Ensembles 
section of this handbook.   
 

Wind Symphony members are 10th – 12th graders and are the most musically and technically advanced wind 
and percussion players in the Georgetown Band Department.  Under the direction of Mr. Schayot, the Wind 
Symphony plays a series of concerts designed to challenge students to a high level of achievement.  Once 
marching season has concluded, the Wind Symphony will rehearse Mondays from 4:00pm-6:00pm.  Also 
following marching season, the Wind Symphony will have morning sectionals starting at 7:15am (specific 
schedule TBA).  Wind Symphony is a full-year course. 
 The requirements for Wind Symphony membership are as follows: 
 a.     Meet all requirements as set forth in the Audition process document 
 b.     Meet participation requirements for UIL Solo and Ensemble Contest: 
  1. Play a Class I solo MEMORIZED 
             OR 

2. Play a Class I solo with music and play in a Class I ensemble*     
    (*requires additional scheduled rehearsal time) 

c. Attend TMEA All-Region Band Auditions in December. 
  d.     Attend all scheduled rehearsals and sectionals which may rehearse before or after school. 
  e.      Attend weekly private lessons with a director-approved lesson instructor (financial assistance  
   available) 
  f.       Meet all expectations of the Georgetown Eagle Marching Band or Colorguard 
 

Wind Ensemble members are 10th – 12th graders who possess excellent musical and technical skills and are 
among some of the most talented students in the department.  Under the direction of Ms. Mariño, the band 
plays a series of concerts designed to challenge students to a high level of achievement.  Wind Ensemble is a 
full-year course. 
   Requirements for Wind Ensemble members are as follows: 
 a.      Meet all requirements as set forth in the Audition process document 
 b.      Members must play a Class I or Class II solo---memory is up to the student/private teachers’  
  discretion. 

c.      Attend TMEA All-Region Band Auditions in December. 
 d.      Attend scheduled rehearsals and sectionals which may be scheduled before or after school. 

  e.       Meet all expectations of the Georgetown Eagle Marching Band or Colorguard 
 
 



 
Honor Band members are ninth graders who possess excellent musical and technical skills and are among 
some of the most talented ninth graders in the department.  Under the direction of Ms. Frost, the group 
achieves a high level of success by setting high standards of excellence.   Honor Band is a full-year course. 
  Requirements for membership in the Honor Band are as follows: 
 a.     Meet all requirements as set forth in the Audition process document 
 b.     Perform a solo at UIL solo and ensemble contest.  Memory is up to the student/private  
  teachers’ discretion.  Students not attending Solo and Ensemble will play for a grade at a  
  designated time.  Students aspiring to be in the Wind Symphony or Wind Ensemble as a  
  sophomore are highly encouraged to participate in the All-Region Auditions in December.  

  c.    Meet all expectations of the Georgetown Eagle Marching Band or Colorguard. 
 
Symphonic Band members are ninth graders who possess above average musical and technical skills.  
Under the direction of Ms. Frost, the group achieves a high level of success by setting high standards of 
excellence.   Symphonic Band is a full-year course. 
   Requirements for membership in the Concert Band are as follows: 
 a.     Meet all requirements as set forth in the Audition process document 
 b.     Perform a solo as assigned by the directors.  Members are encouraged to participate in the UIL  
  Solo and Ensemble Contest.  Students not attending will play for a grade at a designated  
  time.  
 c.     Meet all expectations of the Georgetown Eagle Marching Band or Colorguard 
 
Concert Band members are 10th – 12th graders who possess above average musical and technical skills.  
Under the direction of Mr. Schayot, the group achieves a high level of success by setting high standards of 
excellence.  Concert Band is a full-year course. 
   Requirements for membership in the concert band are as follows: 
 a.     Meet all requirements as set forth in the Audition process document 
 b.     Perform a solo as assigned by the directors.  Members are encouraged to participate in the UIL  
  Solo and Ensemble Contest.  Students not attending will play for a grade at a designated  
  time.  
 c.     Meet all expectations of the Georgetown Eagle Marching Band or Colorguard 
 

JAZZ BANDS 
 
GHS Jazz Ensemble students are enrolled by audition only.  The Jazz Ensemble does travel and perform around the 
area multiple times a semester.  This course during fall semester is scheduled as a zero hour class, meeting in the 
mornings from 7:15am to 8:15am on either A days or B days but not both.  This course is scheduled during the classday in 
the spring semester, typically 3rd period.  Participation in the TMEA All-Region Jazz Auditions is an expectation of the 
class for the top ensemble.  Ms. Mariño is the director for the GHS Jazz Ensemble. 
 
NGC Jazz Band is open to any ninth grader interested in learning about jazz.  Most openings in the GHS Jazz 
Ensemble each year are filled by students who have first completed at least a year in the NGC Jazz Band.  The NGC Jazz 
Band will perform at the Holiday Concert, Spring Concert & at least one festival each year. Wind players and drummers 
must be enrolled in the marching band in order to sign up for this course. 
 
PERCUSSION ENSEMBLES  
Percussion students will be able to enroll in various percussion ensembles throughout the year.  These ensembles will 
have rehearsals in addition to the marching/concert band schedules.  Every percussion student is required to register for 
and prepare 2 pieces for Region Solo & Ensemble Contest and perform in a graded pre-contest recital.  There is a fee 
associated with Solo & Ensemble Contest.  This recital performance will determine attendance to Region S&E Contest.  
TSSEC is not a required event.  Interested students may be auditioned for placement in a TSSEC ensemble pending 
interest. 
 
PIT ORCHESTRA (OPTIONAL) 
The GHS Band provides instrumentalists for the annual school musical.  Past productions have included Oklahoma, Guys 
and Dolls, Once Upon a Mattress, You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, and Into the Woods, The Wizard of Oz, South Pacific, My 
Fair Lady & Seven Brides for Seven Brothers & Annie Get Your Gun.  Students will have the opportunity to work with other 
Fine Arts students and will receive a semester credit of Theatre Production.  Rehearsals can be on weekends, after school 
& into the evening as the show gets closer. 
 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA  
This unique group combines the talents of brass, woodwind, percussion, and string students in the Department of Fine 
Arts.  Membership for the UIL Symphony Orchestra is comprised of Wind Symphony students. Additional rehearsals 
may take place as we get closer to concerts and UIL Concert and Sightreading. 
 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVANCEMENT & GROWTH 
 
INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE CLASS 
Designed to foster the individual player, this class is focused on refining musical and technical skills in a small group or 
individual setting. A major component of this class is the study of the All-Region Etude Packet in the Fall and solo and 
ensemble literature in the Spring. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) MUSIC THEORY I & II  
For those students interested in pursuing a vocation in music, this class is a must!  Many of our students who have taken 
the class have gone on to be successful in their college music program.  This class meets during the school day and is 
taught by a combination of choir and orchestra staff. 
 
PRIVATE LESSON PROGRAM 
Private lessons continue to be an important aspect of our program at the high school level. Lessons are designed to foster 
student’s individual goals and needs.  We expect that our lesson staff push our students to a high level of achievement.  
Private lessons are a requirement for students maintaining their positions in the top ensemble. 
 
 



GEORGETOWN HIGH SCHOOL BAND 
Audition Process for Ensembles 2009-2010 

 
PURPOSE 
All students have the right to be a member of a successful musical ensemble.  A successful musical ensemble is one that is 
small enough to allow for plenty of individual attention from the instructors, one in which the instrumentation is 
balanced and one in which the students are as close to the same ability level as possible.  For these reasons, the 
Georgetown Eagle Band operates several different musical ensembles, and students are placed into one of the ensemble 
based upon an audition.  Auditions for band placement are held in May each year.  In December, directors may ask 
students to audition for possible reassignment in the spring semester.  Auditions for marching band positions occur 
typically in late July during the first few days of Summer Band Camp. 
 
CRITERIA 
Concert band placement occurs through a student’s performance of a required audition excerpt as prescribed by the band 
directors for the May and December audition.  This audition can be live or taped at the student’s discretion as long as 
properly submitted by the posted audition date.   A student’s audition will be assessed by the staff based on a student’s 
demonstration of melodic and rhythmic accuracy, characteristic tone and articulation as well as appropriate phrasing and 
musicality.  Students’ chair placement and band placement are subject to change if they do not keep up with the 
requirements as stated in the band membership guide and any other requirements as set forth by the directors.  
 
Marching Band positions/coordinates on the field may change throughout the season.  Students will be assessed by the 
staff in late July on playing and marching.  Attainment of specific skills as well as progress demonstrated during the camp 
will be considered in marching position placement.  Past history, whether academic or disciplinary can be a consideration 
in marching position placement.   All students will march at football games regardless of marching position placement.  
Students receiving alternate positions will be utilized at marching contests to assist moving props, gear, instruments, etc.  
Students receiving alternate positions need to work diligently to hone their marching and playing skills to the highest 
possible level as they can be called upon at any point in the season to fill a vacancy in the competitive marching drill 
(vacancies occur for varies reasons: UIL No Pass No Play, injury, absences or director discretion).   A competitive 
marching position is a privilege, not a right.  Students earning competitive marching positions are expected to maintain 
the highest level of discipline, attendance, punctuality and performance skills (both marching and playing) in order to 
retain their position throughout marching season. 
 
Jazz Ensemble auditions occur each school year in May.  Jazz lessons are available for students who are interested in the 
Jazz Ensemble for 2009-2010 in preparation for your audition.  Any spots that may open up throughout the school year 
will be filled by recommendations from the jazz lesson staff.   
 
 
 



FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
2009-2010 

 
FAIR SHARE FEE & SUPPLIES  
A fair share fee of $275.00 is required of all band students.  This fee covers items not covered by the school budget.  
Examples of use include, but are not limited to: transportation, pre-game meals, game/contest water & Gatorades, 
uniform cleaning & hemming, show shirt and gloves and marching supplies.  In addition, students should have the 
following supplies for marching season: 

1. Band shoes (will be fitted after school starts-$40.00) 
2. Blue band shorts ($12.00) 
3. Black Triangle T-shirt ($10.00) 
4. Band Polo ($15.00) 
5. Flip Folder 
6. Lyre (except percussion & sousaphones) 
7. Percussionists should have their own stick bag with required sticks. 

The $75.00 of the required $275.00 fair share fee is a deposit required of every student before a uniform is issued. 
The remaining balance is divided into two payments of $100.00 (due Sept.4) and $100.00 (due October 2) 
With the payment of the fair share fee, each student is given 20 Eagle Band Discount Cards.  Each card has a face value of 
$10.00. It is up to individuals how they use these cards.  
 
SCHOOL INSTRUMENT USE FEE 
A fee of $60.00 per year will be assessed for routine maintenance and supplies for school district instruments. This applies 
only to students who use school instruments, including percussionists. The Georgetown Independent School District will 
provide a limited number of instruments for student use.  These instruments include such highly expensive instruments 
as Percussion, Piccolo, Bassoon, Oboe, Bass Clarinets, Tenor Saxophone, Baritone Saxophone, French Horn, Euphonium 
and Tuba. This equipment is generally purchased by the school district for student use because of its extremely high 
value.  Thus, all school owned equipment should be handled with care.  Students failing to care for, or take care of their 
school issued instrument(s) will lose the privilege to use such instruments.  
 
INDIVIDUAL COMPETITION AND CONTEST FEES 
During the course of the year, students have the opportunity to participate in various individual competitions/contests.  
For each activity, there will be an entry fee paid by the student.  As the activity approaches, students will be made aware 
of the fee schedule. Examples of these fees are for All-Region auditions ($10.00-$14.00) and Solo and Ensemble Contest 
($10.00-$25.00). 
 
GEORGETOWN EAGLE BAND BOOSTERS 
We have a very active and supportive Booster organization, an operating division of the Performing Arts Alliance of 
Georgetown, Inc., consisting of parents and friends of the band program.  Their purpose is to support the activities of the 
Georgetown ISD band program.  They provide financial, physical, and moral support year round.  Remember, YOU are 
all members of the Eagle Band Boosters and are welcome to attend all meetings and functions.  Please see the band 
calendar for meeting times and dates.   
 
SPRING TRIP TO SOUTH PADRE- SPRING 2010 
We are scheduled to leave early morning, Thursday May 6th and arrive back late night Saturday May 8th.   

Fee Schedule 

Totals fees are $500 for students and $450 for chaperones.  

Due Date  Amount 

Aug. 20  $50‐ non refundable 

Sept. 18  $100 

Nov. 20  $100 

Jan. 15  $100 

Mar. 5  $150 ($100 chaperones) 
 
We will receive deluxe coach transportation, 1-day ticket at Schlitterbahn Beach, 2 nights accommodations at the Sheraton 
South Padre Beach Hotel.  Logon to www.georgetowneagleband.org for more information.  
 




